Supplementary file 2: Steps to Negotiating a Time-Limited Trial for RRT in Critically-Ill.
	Step 1: 

Physician provides a clear and unified description of the patient’s medical condition and prognosis, to the extent this is possible.

	Step 2:

Physician clarifies the goals and priorities of the patient through discussion with the surrogate-decision maker.

	Step 3:

Physician identifies appropriate markers that would suggest improvement in the patient’s condition, which may include the following:

· Increase in urine production

· Improvement in oxygenation

· Decreased vasopressor requirement

· Improvement in mental status

	Step 4:

Physician and surrogate choose an appropriate timeframe for re-evaluation, usually within 3-10 days of CRRT initiation.

	Step 5:

Physician and surrogate define potential actions that can be taken at the end of the time-limited trial.  Examples include:

· Discontinuation of CRRT

· Limitation of other life-sustaining treatments

· Continuation of full life-support until another defined timeframe for re-evaluation
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